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The Lodge of Perfection

Mark Whitney Stephens, 
32° K...C...C...H...
Venerable Master

Lodge of Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

September:
9/17 2:00PM - 
SRRS Symposium
(Oakland)
9/26 6:30PM -
Stated Meeting / Feast of 
Tishri

October:
10/24 6:30PM -
Stated Meeting 
10/30 12:00PM -
Wine Tasting & Lunch 
(table WINE! - Pacifica)
Flyer Enclosed

November:
Fall Reunion:
11/11 - 4°-14° Burlingame 
(tentative)
11/12 - 15°-29° Oakland
11/13 - 30°-32° Oakland

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to
650 344-4841

rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

2022 Donations-
July/August

In Memory of
Tauno Somppi
   -Marianne Somppi

          ••••••••••••••••••••••••

Checks for contributions to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center should be 
made payable to the California Scottish 
Rite Foundation with the note “Burlingame 
CLC” on the memo line.  Checks may be 
sent to the following address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010

Your donations to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are critical 
to the continuing operation of the 
Center.  The children of the Peninsula 
are counting on your generosity

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our mem-

bers is in the hospital or nursing home, 
or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:

Burlingame Scottish Rite
Burlingame Masonic Center

145 Park Road
Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

••••••••••••••••••••••••

How Can I help?
As members of the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite, we have the 
responsibility, duty and honor of 
supporting the Burlingame Scottish 
Rite Childhood Language Center.

Contribute directly to the Center: 
 A. Join the 365 Club.   
 Only $365.00 per year.
 A payment plan is available.
 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.
 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.
Attend and take part in the 
fundraisers that are run by the Valley 
of Burlingame.
Consider a contribution to the Center 
by way of your will.
Besides monetary support, we 
can and should take part in one of 
the committees that are formed to 
coordinate the various fundraisers.  

Latest News from the Burlingame Childhood Language Center

Do you have a talent or idea that may 
help raise the funds needed to keep the 
Center alive and vibrant?

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Good day all you wonderful sisters and 
brothers.  This should be my last (perhaps 
second to last) SR Bulletin article and here we 
are in mid-late August with a few more events 
and brotherhood awaiting us.  We have made 
reservations at Table Wine in Pacifica.  This 
is the place we went to last year when it was 
raining cats, dogs and BIG RAINDROPS!  
The food and wine pairings (Mexican flavor 
foods) were a pleasant surprise of how wine 
and food can complement each other, (at 
least for the first tasting).  If you remember…. 
it was raining so hard that we had to move 
our reserved venue (outdoor patio) to the 
facilities Lounge area, then the power goes 
out and we are left burning candlelight, 
munching and sipping on grape juice.   Not 
a bad way to end up.  Logistics: Table Wine, 
1710 Francisco Blvd, Pacifica.  Sunday 
October 30, high noon.  Make reservations 
through Marty Cusing. Costs will be quoted 
at the time of reservation.  The proce per 
person will be $50.  Future BSR events also 
include a possible Brown Booze tasting event.
This bi-monthly article is being written on 
Sunday August 21, 5:21 pm to 10:12 pm (to 
be exact) and I happen to record a Ken Burns 
PBS show on Brother Benjamin Franklin.  
The Stephens Brothers are actually related 
to Brother Ben on my mother’s side.  I am 
usually interested in History and Science 
Channel type programming, so I was 
watching this two-part Benjamin Franklin 
series and the program goes into Brother 
Bens Thirteen Virtues to Self-Improvement.
They start off with Temperance, defined as 
Eat not to dullness: drink not to elevation.  
Well, so much for the other 12 but they go 
on to Silence, Order, Resolution, Frugality, 
Industry, Sincerity, Justice, Moderation, 
Cleanliness, Tranquility, Chastity and 
Humility. If you want Brother Bens actual 

definitions you can get it on the Internet or 
send me an email and I can send them to 
you.  Several of the virtues I actually practice 
every day, (and so do you) but in the words of 
Brother Ben “I am much fuller of faults than I 
had imagined”
Benjamin Franklin was many things as 
demonstrated with his scientific interest in 
electricity, he was also a printer, visionary, 
musician, postmaster, philosopher, and 
politician.  Benjamin Franklin has been 
thought of as “The Greatest Diplomat in 
American History”.  If not for Brother Ben’s 
involvement acquiring support from the 
French government, we may have not been 
victorious in the American Revolutionary 
War.
 Some of his sayings that I particularly like, 
as taken from Poor Richards Almanac, 
and we use these today: “Fish and visitors 
stink in 3 days”, “God helps them who help 
themselves”, “Haste makes waste”, “He that 
lives with dogs, shall rise up with fleas”, “Lost 
time is never found again” and of course they 
go on, but what a character, a man with a 
drive to learn everything.  
He believed that: “his highest calling lay not 
in money, but improving the lives of everyday 
people”. What a glorious calling.  I will end 
with this last quote, “Whether I have been 
doing good or mischief is for time to discover.  
I only know that I intended well, and hope all 
will end well.”
Nice to be related to such an elegant 
individual.  Will see you all soon,
VW

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman
Burlingame - CLC
Board of Directors

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 

We have a long history with Nancy Magee (San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools) due to our scholarship efforts, and I contacted 
her offering assistance from our CLC. She was very excited about the offering and said she would make the connection to those in charge 
of the school programs! If successful, this has the opportunity to not only create a flow of kids into our program but to also create a strong 
connection between Burlingame Scottish Rite and our public school system. Maybe there’s an opportunity to rebuild our teacher of the 
year program from years past?

Also, remember to tell everyone who will listen about our partnership - Speech Goals provides individual and group therapy for children 
up to 18 years old and specializes in: Apraxia of Speech or Developmental Apraxia, Articulation Disorders, Asperger’s Syndrome, Auditory 
Processing Disorders, Autism, Expressive Language Delays, Language Based Learning Disabilities, Language Processing Problems, 
Pervasive Developmental Disorder, Phonological Delays, Receptive Language Delays, Social Skills, Area of Pragmatics, Behavioral and 
Occupational.

Stay safe…

Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33°
Chairman, Burlingame CLC Board of Directors
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Our family recently had my wife’s parents, nieces and nephews visit us from Dallas, Texas after not being able to visit with them since 
mid-2020. Hearing the house alive with commotion brough joy to my heart and ears while they took over every room, treading inside and 
out. During their stay with us, they expressed how happy they were to be able to play outdoors, relating that in Texas they are shut-in with 
the air conditioning blasting. Should they dare to venture outside, either their skin would melt to the floor from heat or the tiger mosquitos 
would nab at their skin which would surely do them in. This, all during the heatwave that seemed to be taking over the greater part of 
the industrialized world – except for the San Francisco Peninsula. I consider myself very lucky to live in an area with very little variation 
in climate, and I would hope you would feel the same. The roof project on the Burlingame Masonic Center has finally broken headway 
on much needed repairs on our aging roof, but our Building Manager discovered issues with the HVAC air unit: which is to say that no 
number of Master Masons would be able to revive this thing, and the building will be without heating and cooling for a while. At times 
like these, I thank my lucky stars we meet where we do. So, when you come to the building during these scorching summer days, dress 
accordingly, but please dress appropriately!

Valley of Burlingame has a few things in store for these next couple of months. In September, we will open the Council of Kadosh and the 
Commander, Ill. Chris Smith, 33° will present our annual Feast of Tishri. The Scottish Rite Research Society will be hosting a Symposium 
though the Valley of Oakland featuring Ill. C. James Graham, 33°, S...G...I...G... in the Orient of Arkansas, Ill. Arturo de Hoyos, 33°, G...C..., 
Ill. Rex Hutchens, 33°, G...C..., Hon. Adam Kendall, 32°, K...C...C...H..., and Bro. Josef Wäges, 32°, with a panel moderated by Bro. Tigran 
Agadzhanyan, 32° in-person in Oakland and via Zoom on September 17, 2022. Contact oakland@scottish-rite.org for more information.

October will see our stated meeting one week earlier on October 24 to give those celebrating Halloween a night off on our regular night. 
What do you think about wine tasting? Our Venerable Master, Hon. Whit Stephen, 32° K...C...C...H... has arranged a wine tasting and lunch 
in Pacifica on Sunday, October 30. See flyer for more information and reservations.

If you have a Brother that has not yet petitioned the Scottish Rite, Burlingame and Oakland will be conferring the Fall Reunion 4°-32° in 
November. Your Brother won’t know about the Scottish Rite until you begin the conversation!

July Burlingame Knights of St. Andrew knighting of Todd Birnbaum, 32° KSA, joined by his masonic mentor Ill. Larry Laidlaw, 33°,
his mom Myrna and his sister.

From the Office of the Personal Representative

Burlingame Scottish Rite Knights of St. Andrew

Grand Commander’s Fellows Program

 

Hon. Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Hon. Marty M. Cusing,  32°, K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

Ill... Christopher D. Smith, 33°
Assistant to the Personal Representative

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33°
General Secretary of All Bodies

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Assistant to the General Secretary

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Aidan Cotter, 32° 
Assistant to the Treasurer

Hon. Roberto Diaz, Jr., 32° K...C...C...H...
Almoner

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Orator

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A... 
Tyler 

Martin Chavez, 32° K...S...A... 
Director of Costume
Jack J. Burrous, 32°

Organist

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Director of the Work

Hon. Mark Whitney Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H... 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Hon. Hjalmar J. Nilsen, 32° K...C...C...H...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Ill... Christopher D. Smith, 33°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Ill... David V. Dionida, 33°
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Chieftain, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 
yield allegiance.

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council in California 

Ill... James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

Greetings All,

Please join us on 26 September for our annual celebration of the Feast of Tishri! This 
particular feast reminds us of our obligations to the Rite, the completion of King Solomon’s 
temple and serves to reinforce our bonds of friendship. If you’ve ever wondered “why the 
Feast of Tishri”, I will endeavor to shed some light on that matter.

The main meal will be Prime Rib (with chicken or vegetarian option upon prior request), 
with smashed potatoes and/or grilled asparagus, along with tiramisu dessert.  

Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Bro. Cris Advincula Jr., 32° KSA representing Valley of Burlingame as our Grand 
Commander’s Fellows in Washington, DC

Burlingame Scottish Rite Council of Kadosh

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Commander
Council of Kadosh
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