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The Lodge of Perfection

Mark Whitney Stephens, 
32° K...C...C...H
Venerable Master

Lodge of Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

Monday, March 7 -6:30PM
4° Practice at Burlingame Masonic

Tuesday, March 8 -6:30PM
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
Dinner & Entertainment
at Peninsula Lodge

Monday, March 14 -6:30PM
Remembrance & Renewal Practice
on Zoom

Monday, March 28 -6:30PM
Stated Meeting
Remembrance & Renewal
Chapter open on Rose Croix
Friends and family welcome

Monday, April 4 -6:30PM
14° Practice at Burlingame Masonic

Monday, April 11 -6:30PM
4° & 14° Practice at Burlingame 
Masonic

Monday, April 25 -6:00PM
Spring Reunion 4° & 14° Conferral
Dinner between degrees

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to
650 344-4841

rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

2022 Donations
365 Club 

General Donations

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Checks for contributions to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center should be 
made payable to the California Scottish 
Rite Foundation with the note “Burlingame 
CLC” on the memo line.  Checks may be 
sent to the following address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are critical 
to the continuing operation of the 
Center.  The children of the Peninsula 
are counting on your generosity.

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our 

members is in the hospital or nursing 
home, or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
650-344-4841

••••••••••••••••••••••••

How Can I help?
As members of the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite, we have the 
responsibility, duty and honor of 
supporting the Burlingame Scottish 
Rite Childhood Language Center.

Contribute directly to the Center: 
 A. Join the 365 Club.   
 Only $365.00 per year.
 A payment plan is available.
 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.
 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.
Attend and take part in the 
fundraisers that are run by the Valley 
of Burlingame.

Latest News from the Burlingame Childhood Language Center

Consider a contribution to the Center by 
way of your will.
Besides monetary support, we can and 
should take part in one of the committees 
that are formed to coordinate the 
various fundraisers.  Do you have a 
talent or idea that may help raise the 
funds needed to keep the Center alive 
and vibrant?

Greetings Brothers, here it is February 2022 
and we have been going through another 
C-19 outbreak, and starting February 16 we 
no longer are required to wear masks if you 
have been fully vaccinated. We still need to 
be cautious and our January Stated meeting 
was held virtually.  A bit disappointing, since 
was actually the first time, I have ever been 
the head of any masonic body, but Safety 
First as we strive ahead with planning all our 
upcoming activities.
So, writing this just before publishing 
deadlines, I can report on the fantastic success 
of last Sundays Friendship Lunch.  The 
“High Command” of our humble dwelling, 
(Lori) purchased marvelous goodies for the 
Friendship get together, and of course the 
usual question was “What should I get!”, and 
my standard answer, “Get what you would 
like” …..and off we go.  The venue and food 
were fantastic as well as all the Brothers and 
Sisters.  Great time.

It is a little crazy writing this bi-monthly 
article with no limitations as to what I can 
write about.  So, you all need to attend our 
functions so I can get YOU into the articles.  
If you would prefer Masonic history, I can 
do some research and get this into this space, 
but for now I’ll keep it light.  Lori suggested 
restaurant reviews, perhaps next issue.
We did have an in-person Installation in 
January and with all the great help from the 
ritual team, food team, and all the other great 
help, thank you.  We all had a wonderful time.
Least I forget, we have our 100 Anniversary 
and First Year Celebration of our Language 
Center at the Marriott in San Mateo on May 
7.  “Save-the-date” invites have already been 
sent to the printer and mailed.   Be prepared 
for a Grand Slam time. 
Stay healthy all, we love being with you,
VW. (Remember…Venerable Whit)

Charitable Giving 
MADE EASY!

Generate income for you and your family 
and help the charity of your choice through a 

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA).

When you make a donation of $5,000 or more to our 
CGA program, you will receive quarterly income based 
on your age and the corresponding rate as set by the 

American Council on Gift Annuities.

Benefits of a CGA*
• Fixed income for life

• Significant tax deduction

• Competitive rate of return

• Capital gains tax advantage 
* Gift Annuities are not available in some states.

Choose Your Charity
• Rebuilding the Temple Campaign

• Scholarships

• California Scottish Rite Foundation

Example:
$10,000 Gift Annuity

Age 50 4.0%

Age 60 4.7%

AGE 70 5.6%

AGE 80 7.3%

AGE 90 9.5%

These fixed rates, current as of 
5/22/18, are for a single life Gift 
Annuity. Chart is for illustrative 

purposes only.

To learn more about the CGA Program, please contact Major Donor Officer Donald 
W. Heath, 33°, CFP at 1-858-335-2070 or dheath@scottishrite.org.

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman
Burlingame - CLC
Board of Directors

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 
We are finalizing our referral process with Speech Goals, and it is simple! I will forward any referrals to them for action. This single point 
of contact will make it easy for them to get an answer from us and vice versa. We are of course looking for kids to enroll, so please share 
any details/needs you are aware of! 
Remember – it’s time to renew that 365 club membership if you haven’t already!
Also, the California Scottish Rite Foundation scholarships are open now – due dates are 15 May. Share this link with anyone who is 
interested! 
https://casr-foundation.org/programs/scholarships
Stay safe…

Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33°
Chair, Burlingame CLC Board of Directors

For more photos go to http://link.shutterfly.com/mTXLifnnOnb
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Burlingame Scottish Rite has much to look forward to in the coming months of 2022. Under the new leadership of our Lodge of Perfection 
Venerable Master, Whit Stephens, 32° KCCH, we brought back the February brunch last month and renamed it Ystävänpäivä Feast (Finnish 
Friend’s Day). We now we place our efforts into planning for our Valley’s centennial celebration on Saturday, May 7, 2022 at the beautiful 
San Mateo Marriott ballroom. Not many organizations make it to their centennial year, and this will be a once in a lifetime event to share 
with the extended Masonic family bodies and our community our commitment to our members and to highlight our efforts in providing 
free services for children in need in our community. Tickets are available for purchase now on burlingamescottishrite.eventbrite.com or by 
sending at check to our Valley’s office on 145 Park Road, Burlingame. Early bird pricing at $40/person will remain open through March.

In place of our April 25 Stated Meeting, we will confer the 4° and 14° in our Valley. Our Master of the Work, Gary Stephens, 33° has set the 
practice schedule and prepared the degree team, but we need our members to reach out to your Blue Lodges and other appendant Masonic 
bodies to garner interest in furthering a Brother’s Masonic journey and apply for the Scottish Rite. Your experience at our Valley will speak 
volumes to those who might be interested and would ultimately be a stronger advertisement to join.

One last bit of housekeeping and mask update. On February 16, 2022, the state of California will relax its rules for face masks in indoor 
public settings. The state will only require unvaccinated people to wear face masks in indoor settings, however, stricter county and city 
rules remain in place. Our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Jeffery M. Wilkins released a statement that unless a lodge is meeting in a 
county or city with stricter masking requirements, lodges must now decide which masking measures to adopt and the decision ultimately 
rests with the master of each lodge. Our Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Illustrious Frank Loui, 33° released an additional order to all 
Valleys in California that city and county guidelines must be followed, but he would like all the Valleys to require all guests and attendees 
to wear masks.

From the Office of the Personal Representative
 

Hon. Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Hon. Marty M. Cusing,  32°, K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

Ill... Christopher D. Smith, 33°
Assistant to the Personal Representative

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33°
General Secretary of All Bodies

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Assistant to the General Secretary

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Aidan Cotter, 32° 
Assistant to the Treasurer

Hon. Roberto Diaz, Jr., 32° K...C...C...H...
Almoner

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Orator

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A... 
Tyler 

Martin Chavez, 32° K...S...A... 
Director of Costume
Jack J. Burrous, 32°

Organist
Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°

Master of the Work

Hon. Mark Whitney Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H... 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Hon. Hjalmar J. Nilsen, 32° K...C...C...H...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Ill... Christopher D. Smith, 33°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Ill... David V. Dionida, 33°
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Chieftain, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 
yield allegiance.

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council in California 

Ill... James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

Join the
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Knights of St. Andrew

K...C...C...H... and 33rds Need Not Apply
If you’re not afraid to serve the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite, then ask a man with a feather 

in his cap how to get involved.

In Memoriam
Alberto J. Rivas

 b. 8/7/50              eir. 12/30/21

Michael S. Green

b. 11/19/50         eir.12/26/21

Ystävänpäivä Feast (Finnish Friend’s Day)

Burlingame Scottish Rite Chapter of the Rose Croix

Greetings Brethren and thank you for electing me as the Wise Master of the Chapter of 
Rose Croix, and congratulations to my fellow officers. I’m excited about the new phase 
in my Masonic journey and look forward to learning more about the craft in the coming 
year.

The first thing on the agenda is the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal on March 
28th.  It’s a very meaningful and passionate event and with Covid-19 still active after 2 
years, this year’s ritual should have a particular meaning for many.   It will be held in 
person at the Burlingame Masonic Center, and I hope all of you will attend and make 
this into a special evening.  If you would like to actively participate in the observance, 
please contact me.  Let’s make this evening into a memorable event worthy of our 
recently passed brethren and their families.

The Chapter of Rose Croix attempts to provide a deeper understanding of religion, 
philosophy, ethics, and history through the 17° and 18° degrees. The 17° is the Knight 
of the East and West, and the lessons are to work, reflect and pray; to hope, trust and 
believe; to teach the truths that are hidden in allegory and concealed by the symbols 
of Freemasonry.  The 18° is the Knight of the Rose Croix and its lessons are to practice 
virtue; to eliminate vice; to purify humanity; to be tolerant of the faith and creed of 
others.

The Scottish Rite was originally known as the Chapter of the Rose Croix in Europe and 
takes as its founding documents the Grand Constitutions of 1762 and 1786, the latter 
written by a group of eminent European Freemasons under the titular direction of King 
Frederick the Great of Prussia. 

The first Supreme Council was founded in South Carolina in 1801, with responsibility 
for an area now known as the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States. 

So, I hope you excuse me for being proud to serve this old and distinguished group and 
aim to do it to the best of my abilities.

 
Hjalmar J. Nilsen, 32° K...C...C...H...
Wise Master

For more photos go to http://link.shutterfly.com/ytusm1pnOnb
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