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The Lodge of Perfection

Brethren,
April started with observances of 
Passover and Easter.  For those who 
observed, I hope these sacred days were 
of great meaning and blessing for you 
and your loved ones.
Last month, we remembered our 
Brothers in Scottish Rite who were 
forever called to refreshment from their 
labors.  On behalf of the Burlingame 
Valley, I thank Wise Master Joshua 
Cusing, Orator Joe Becker, First 
Warden Whit Stephens, Second Warden 
Roberto Diaz, Secretary Bill Price , 
and Sound Man Greg Mariel whose 
solemn, reverent and expert rendition 
of our annual observation was greatly 
appreciated by our Valley.
I hope you are looking forward to our 
April Stated meeting on April 30, when 
we will celebrate Cinco de Mayo with a 
Mexican inspire buffet and a Mariachi 
Band.  
Our Valley’s calendar is full. We 
are currently planning our annual 

Join the 365 Club
How can you become a member of this 

special and important club?

Actually it’s easy, just contribute $250.00 
or more in a year.  That is less than 
$21.00 per month. How do you pay this 
contribution?  Use your credit card, a 
check, even cash! Want to spread out 
your payments?  We can do that too. Just 
call the office 650-344-4841.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our 

members is in the hospital or nursing 
home, or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
650-344-4841

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Dennis Mahoney, 32° 
Venerable Master

Scholarship Award presentation, 
tentatively scheduled for June 2.  This 
date is a few weeks later than in prior 
years due to calendar conflicts.  Please 
“stay tuned” for further announcements.  
Our annual Golf Tournament occurs 
May 20th, followed by Stated Meeting 
on May 21st.  Please look forward and 
mark you calendars for the conferral 
of the 4th through 32nd degrees at the 
Oakland Scottish Rite Center, with the 
Burlingame Valley conferring the 26th 
Degree, on June 29 through July 1st.  
Please see full details for these events 
within this Trestleboard.
My allotment of print space in this 
Trestleboard, now being nearly 
exhausted, I will close with a brief 
thought:
That we each tirelessly seek Light and are ever 
willing to assist our Brother in his search for 
Truth, for as Scottish Rite Masons,  “human 
progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our 
mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to 
all people everywhere our ultimate goal”…
The Scottish Rite Creed.
Fraternally, 
Dennis Mahoney, 32°
Venerable Master, Burlingame Lodge of 
Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

Sunday, May 20th - Golf Event 
Crystal Springs Golf Course
See flyer for Sign Up 

Monday, May 21st - Stated Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Stated Meeting to follow

Saturday, June 2nd - Public Schools 
Night and Scholarship Presentation
4:00 Appetizers/Refreshments
Presentation following
See flyer

Monday, June 25th - Stated Meeting 
(Casual)
6:00 Short Meeting
6:30 Dinner (Filipino)

June 29th - July 1st - Scottish Rite 
Degrees
See flyer

Monday, July 30th - Stated Meeting 
(Casual)
6:30 Dinner (Indoor Picnic)
Stated Meeting to follow

Monday, August 27th - Stated Meeting 
(Casual)
6:00 Short Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Guest Speaker: Jordan T. Yelinek, PM
Stated Meeting to follow

For all Dinners & Special Events
RSVP to Hjalmar Nilsen

(650) 576-6156
email: hjalmarnilsen@comcast.net

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

 
San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

Donations
March/April 2018

365 Club:
Gregory & Annette Mariel
Golden Gate Commandery No. 16 
(Knights Templar)
Burlingame Lodge No 400
Cocker Lodge No 212  
Francis Drake Lodge No. 376
Mission Lodge No. 169
David D Jones
David & Diane Jolliffe

General Donations
John and Jocelyn Kohler
Jeffrey Wilkinson
San Francisco Lodge of Perfection
Burlingame Scottish Rite
Ray Godeke
Anonymous 
Allan Young
Jim McMillen

••••••••••••••••••••••••
Checks for contributions to the San 
Francisco and Burlingame Childhood 
Language Center should be made 
payable to the Scottish Rite Foundation 
with the note “SF/Burlingame CLC” 
on the memo line.  Checks may be sent 
to the following address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite, 
Burlingame Masonic Center, 145 

Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the San 
Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are 
critical to the continuing operation 
of the Center.  The children of San 
Francisco and the Peninsula are 
counting on your generosity.

How Can I help?

As members of the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite, we have the 
responsibility, duty and honor of 
supporting the San Francisco and 
Burlingame Scottish Rite Childhood 
Language Center.

Contribute directly to the Center: 

 A. Join the 365 Club.   
  Only $250.00 per year.
 A payment plan is available.

 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.

 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.

Attend and take part in the fundraisers 
that are run by both the Valley of 
Burlingame and the Valley of San 
Francisco.

Consider a contribution to the Center 
by way of your will.

Besides monetary support, we 
can and should take part in one of 
the committees that are formed to 
coordinate the various fundraisers.  
Do you have a talent or idea that may 
help raise the funds needed to keep the 
Center alive and vibrant?

Updates from the San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
NIGHT 

Saturday, June 2nd
4:oo pm

K...C...C...H... and 33rds
Need Not Apply

If you’re not afraid to serve the 
Burlingame Scottish Rite then ask a 

man with a feather in his cap 

Join the Burlingame Scottish Rite 
Knights of St. Andrew
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The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Alberto T. Jacinto, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative to the SGIG

Ill... William E. Price, 33°, 
General Secretary of All Bodies

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33° 
Almoner

Chris D. Smith, 32° K...C...C...H...
Orator

Dennis Mahoney, 32° 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Mark W. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Joseph J. Becker, 32° K...C...C...H...
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory

Roberto Diaz, 32° K...C...C...H...
Chieftan, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 
yield allegiance.

Ill... Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council 
in California 

We all know there are four “bodies” in the Scottish Rite:  Lodge of Perfection, Chapter of Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh, and Kadosh of the 
Consistory. Each “body” is intimately interwoven with each other although each has its own hierarchy, own teachings, and own degrees. 

The Lodge of Perfection is responsible for the 4th – 14th degrees during the Reunions  
The Rose Croix is responsible for the 15th – 18th degrees 
The Council of Kadosh is responsible for 19th – 30th degrees 
The Kadosh of the Consistory is responsible for 31st and 32nd degrees

Masonry teaches us many lessons through the use of allegorical plays in these degrees.

What is a Degree and its significance?
A Degree is a play, a type of didactic theatre which became popular in the Middle Ages in Europe.
It was primarily used to teach stories from the Bible to a populace which could not read.
A nearly universal use of theatre, this type of play is found in ancient China, India and Egypt as well as in Greece and Rome.  You see it in 
the shadow puppets of Ceylon as well as in the storyteller’s stalls in Baghdad.

The Masonic degrees are plays in which the candidate participates or sometimes by observing it as it is performed. Each degree uses 
symbols to teach, just as plays did in the Middle Ages and as many theatrical productions do today.

But why do we have a Degree system at all?
Freemasonry relies on the shared experience of a series of ceremonies to bind its members together.  It uses drama, metaphor and 
symbolism to impress the principles and teachings of the Order on the mind of each individual joining member. Simply passing each one 
a handbook, in matter-of-fact modern language, would not be as meaningful.

The Rituals are in the form of a play, with cast members. This helps members of the fraternity to understand the message, both verbally 
and visually. Degrees give a person the chance to learn and to talk with others about the different symbols and allegories presented in 
these Degrees.  Degrees give parallel examples from earlier cultures,  they raise question, they challenge us to think.  Freemasonry, in each 
of its branches, is a journey of self-discovery and self-improvement.  In a nutshell, we learn by Degrees.

The Masonic degrees teach the great lessons of life -- the importance of honor and integrity, of being a person on whom others can rely, 
of being both trusting and trustworthy, of realizing that you have a spiritual nature as well as a physical nature, of the importance of self-
control, of knowing how to keep confidential what others tell you so that they can “open up” without fear.

In true Masonic fashion, none of the astronomical references are ever fully explained in our Rituals, but are left for the individual Mason 
to study and understand in his own way and in his own time.    
The wondrous beauty of Masonic learning is that it allows every man to learn in a way that is “within the compass of his attainments” 
and reach his own conclusions in the light of his own beliefs, values, education and interests.  It also means that there are many individual 
interpretations of almost every paragraph, picture and symbol within Freemasonry.     

“The word degree, in its primitive meaning, signifies a step. The degrees of Freemasonry are then the steps by which the candidate 
ascends from a lower to a higher condition of knowledge. The various degrees are generally called “higher” because, with the exception 
of Mark man, to which fellow crafts may be admitted, they are only conferred on Master Masons.” – Albert Mckay 33rd Degree Freemason
                                                                                                                                        

Proud to be a Scottish Rite Mason, I remain.

Alberto T. Jacinto, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General 
in California, Valley of Burlingame

From the Personal Representative

 

   Chris D. Smith, 32° K...C...C...H...
   Chairman, SFBRCCLC Board of  
   Directors

I’ve been contemplating this article for 
some time, trying to decide what bits of 
information I should share with all of 
you. Do I talk about our fundraisers? Of 
course I do – see below. What about the 
current state of the CLC? Or maybe the 
RiteCare conference in Los Angeles in 
August? All of these things are important, 
but I think the most important item (the 
one we need your help with) is this: 
spreading the word about the great work 
our CLC does.

If everyone knows about us (well, at 
least every Mason as a start. ), then our 
budgetary concerns go away. If every 
Mason knows about us, then we will 
be able to serve more kids and have 
additional clinicians to work with Jim 
Cartwright. People will remember our 
name when a friend mentions that 
their child is having trouble expressing 
themselves. People will tell stories about 
when they were in our program as a child 
and tell their friends what a difference we 
made in their lives. 

One important aspect of my request is 
that this effort should extend beyond 
Scottish Rite Masons to our mother 
Lodges and to our friends and neighbors. 
−What does the CLC do? 
• We improve the lives of kids who have 

difficulty expressing themselves.
–What does that mean?
• We offer free therapy for kids 5-18 
covering speech (pronouncing words 
correctly), language (appropriate 
vocabulary for speaking/listening and 
reading/writing) and literacy (reading 
comprehension and writing/telling 
a story). Do you know anyone who 
needs our services? Does this sound like 
something you’d like to tell your friends 
about?

This is just one example of a conversation 
that you might have, but how could 
anyone not support this cause? As much 
as we like donations, we have to win 
people over to our idea first. If they 
believe then the cause, then they will 
support the cause. Support doesn’t only 
mean money – it means volunteering, 
spreading the word, collecting donations 
for a fundraiser auction or any other 
thing that helps improve and grow our 
CLC. Have an idea you’d like to share? 
Want to volunteer? Think you know 
what we need to do next? Call, email or 
text me so we can start the discussion!!

Parting thought: how can we better help 
the kids we serve? I look forward to your 
answers.

Reminder: fundraiser dates for our CLC: 
1) Golf Tournament, 20 May, Crystal 
Springs Golf Course (sign up with Walter 
Ancheta, Whit Stephens or Alberto 
Jacinto), and 2) Fashion Show, 14 July, 
San Francisco Scottish Rite (sign up with 
Todd Herschberg).

Chris D. Smith, 32° K...C...C...H...
Chairman, SFBRCCLC Board of Directors

The Latest News from the San Francisco and 
Burlingame Childhood Language Center


