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The Lodge of Perfection

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° 
K...S...A

Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

Monday, January 11 @ 6:00PM 
BSR Honors Discussion Meeting 
(33° Only)

Monday, January, 25 @ 7:00PM 
BSR Annual Installation of Officers

Monday, January, 18 @ 7:30PM 
Burlingame College of the
Consistory Meeting

Thursday, January 28 @ 6:30PM 
SFSR & BSR CLC Meeting

Sunday, February 14 
BSR Sweethearts Brunch
(Cancelled)

Monday, February 22 @ 7:00PM
February Stated Meeting

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to

650 344-4841
rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

 
San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

November/December
 Donations

365 Club
Barrie & Kai Copp
Farmers Insurance Cusing Agency
Larry W Cerini
Philip & Michele Busalacchi
George & Charlotte Masson
Nolan and Shirley Katz
David Jones-Jones Accountancy
David R. Jolliffe
Jim McMillen

General Donations
Burlingame Lodge of Perfection
San Francisco Lodge FAM 
Ray Godeke
Anonymous 
Shan G. Zhou
Gordon & Willa Markley
Golden West Lodge #322
Howard Stillman II
John & Jocelyn Kohler 
Russell S Breed
James & Priscilla Carvalho
Poom Choothakan
Steve J N Doukas
Sunny & Thelma Dalan

Kirk A. Pessner
Russell L Lindquist
Arthur F. Larsen
Robert J Petersen
Kendall P Chase
Wilko Schutzendorf
Jay M Kinney
James B Bouick III
Donavon Dilworth
Frank and Jeanie Loui
Tom J Chakos
Donavon J Dilworth
Joseph J Becker
Keith W Hoffman
Reynato T. Villafuerte
Michael C Kovalich
Shan G. Zhou
Robert O. Whyte
Jon D Armantrout
Ray G Jackson
David M’Raihi
Allan Nubla
Danielle Kobylarz
Adobe
Linsey Hill
Irving & Cynthia Shapiro

Donations $10,000 or More:
Curusis Family Charitable Foundation

Updates from the San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

In Memory of

Leonard Greendorfer
-Marshall Zemon

Norm Crosby
-Marshall Zemon

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Checks for contributions to the San Francisco 
and Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
should be made payable to the California 
Scottish Rite Foundation with the note “SF/
Burlingame CLC” on the memo line.  Checks 
may be sent to the following address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite, Burlingame 
Masonic Center, 145 Park Road, 

Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the San Francisco and 
Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
are critical to the continuing operation of 
the Center.  The children of San Francisco 
and the Peninsula are counting on your 
generosity.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our members 
is in the hospital or nursing home, or is 

incapacitated in any way. 
Please write or call:

Burlingame Scottish Rite
Burlingame Masonic Center

145 Park Road
Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Greetings Brethren
I hope that you and your families had a 
wonderful Holidays and a Happy New Year’s 
celebration. I really hope that everyone is 
as safe and healthy as possible and that the 
Pandemic had not affected your family. I 
am looking forward to a better year in 2021, 
where we can finally meet and talk with each 
other in person. Until then, may the Great 
Architect of the Universe shower manifold 
blessings and comforts upon you and your 
family.
I want to take this time to thank the Brethren 
of the Valley of Burlingame for electing me to 
the time-honored seat of Venerable Master. It 
is an absolute privilege to be able to serve our 
valley as the Venerable Master. I hope to live 
up to the trust that the Brethren has bestowed 
upon me.  I also want to congratulate our 
Junior Past Venerable Master, Bro. Vince 

Chan 32°, for his stewardship during the 
trying year of 2020.  And I want to recognize 
our executive team, Ill... David Jolliffe 33° 
(General Secretary), III... David Jones 33° 
(General Treasurer) and Hon. Marty Cusing 
32°  K...C...C...H for tirelessly working to 
keep our valley relevant and vibrant.  I know 
that I can rely on you all in the coming year 
as we emerge from this new normal. I also 
want to congratulate the corp of officers for 
the different Burlingame Scottish Rite bodies. 
I have no doubt that we will be able to have a 
great year!
We do have some events planned for the 
coming year. Of course, all of these depends 
on the Covid-19 pandemic.  I am truly hopeful 
that we will be able to find a vaccine and that 
the restrictions will be lifted. Please stay tuned 
for further information as to what we have in 
store for the Valley during 2021. I hope that I 
get to see the Brethren and their families at a 
future event. 
I hope that you and your families continue to 
be well and healthy. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me or any of our officers if there 
are any issues, problems or concerns. May the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe continue 
to watch over you and your families. May He 
keep you safe and happy. Til we meet again, I 
love you all!

 
Vincent D. Chan, 32° 
Junior Past Venerable Master

My Brothers,

I’ve been communicating with many of 
you through this medium of our Valley’s 
newsletter to combat my own struggles while 
isolating during this pandemic. I use the time 
to write what I feel can be of substance or use, 
not just for you but for my own benefit, while 
we are at home and without each other’s 
company, to understand and maybe even cope 
with how I feel about today’s environment. I 
cannot lead this valley and ignore my own 
humanity. I know it is extremely hard to 
live as an island. Which is why I encourage 

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman, SFBRCCLC Board of 
Directors

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 
As we begin a new year and try to put 2020 out of our collective memory, let us renew our focus on the incredible positivity that is our 
CLC. Let us focus on the profound effect our efforts have on the children in our care, the lives that were vastly improved as a result of 
your donations, and the promise that we will be together again in 2021.
I thank each of you for your continued support of your CLC.

The latest news from the San Francisco/Burlingame Childhood Language Center

you to connect with other members; be it by 
phone, video-chat, or even socially-distanced 
meeting; to nurture the connections that 
we so desperately need during these trying 
times. I truly believe that human connection 
is essential for our well-being. While I have 
always encouraged you to always look at the 
positive side of what isolation has brought us 
(indicated in past newsletters) I can’t help but 
think of the impact this extended isolation has 
wreaked on our mental, physical, and spiritual 
faculties. So take the time to heal. Don’t be 
afraid to show your affection. Cherish the ones 
near you, even if it feels like you’ve been stuck 
indoors with them forever and a day. Be kind 
to strangers. 

My time in the oriental chair as your Venerable 
Master is fast coming to an end with the 
advance of the winter season. Leading this 
valley during this truly historic year, I can 
only hope for brighter and better times with 
all of us together. Let us look well to the path 
ahead.
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As I conclude another year as Personal Representative of Burlingame Scottish Rite, I am reminded of how strange and peculiar 2020 became. New 
disasters came to light beginning 2020 with the fires that ravaged Australia and Kobe Bryant’s helicopter accident, with each month culminating 
with thoughts that this year could not be any worse. Our nation, and in fact the world, quickly pivoted  and came together, albeit with 6 feet apart 
social distancing, to make great sacrifices and changes to stay healthy and safe. 

When I look inwardly to the members of our Valley, I saw the quick action by our Executive Officers to close up our Burlingame Scottish Rite 
Bodies and provide food, mask supplies and gloves, and financial assistance to our members and others in our community that were suffering 
by loss of job and income. Our Venerable Master Vince Chan, 32° lead our Lodge of Perfection meetings through nine straight months of online 
virtual meetings, which included engaging education from our Orator Ill... Chris Smith, 33°. Our newly formed Burlingame College of the 
Consistory study group gave our members further connections and met online Monday nights to pour over the Supreme Council’s Master 
Craftsman Program, led by our Dean of the College, Cris Advincula Jr., 32° K...S...A. The 26° was communicated by Ill... David Jolliffe, 33° and 
Hon. Gary Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H at our first ever Orient of California Virtual Reunion with 526 attendees registered. At the close of the year, 
one Knights of St. Andrew knighting ceremony was modified by Chieftain Joshua Cusing, 32° K...S...A, and Cris Advincula Jr., 32° K...S...A joined 
the ranks of our active KSA. I thank all of our elected and appointed 2020 officers for the hard work and dedication to our most ancient of crafts!

I am pleased to announce the results of our 100th annual election of officers for Burlingame Scottish Rite: Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A (Venerable 
Master Elect), Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H (Wise Master Elect), Vince D. Chan, 32° (Commander Elect), Hon. Allan M. Young, 32° 
K...C...C...H (Master of Kadosh Elect) and Cris P. Advincula Jr., 32° K...S...A (Chieftain Elect). The elected 2021 officers have accepted their 
nomination and will be installed, along with their line of elected and appointed officers, during our first ever Virtual Installation on Monday, 
January 25, 2021 at 7:00PM with our Sovereign Grand Inspector General Ill... Frank Loui, 33° presiding over the installation. All officers being 
installed please plan to log on to Zoom 20 minutes before start time. All officers please be in a polo shirt for the installation, though you may 
choose to dress up more. All guests and family are welcomed to attend and may be in comfortable and appropriate dress. I am excited and hopeful 
to embark on the new year with our Valley’s 100th core of officers. 

From the Office of the Personal Representative
 

Hon. Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...C...C...H
Personal Representative

Believing in the Children 
We Serve/A Letter to Jordan
By Jim Cartwright, MS, MFA, CCC-SLP

Rite Care Language Center Director

The bulk of this month’s article consists 
of a letter I was recently asked to write to 
a young man I used to work with at the 
Scottish Rite when he was still a child. We 
have kept up over the years, and his mom 
reached out to me recently requesting this 
letter. She was gathering notes from people 
who knew her son, to be read on a retreat 
for high school seniors reflecting upon their 
futures while applying for college. Below is 
my letter. 

Dear Jordan,

It is with great pleasure that I write you this 
letter in admiration and celebration of who you 
have become. It is amazing to me how quickly 
time passes, that you now are a senior in high 
school, and reflecting on your future as an 
adult. I remember you well as the young child I 
once knew. You were always kind, cooperative, 
and enthusiastic about learning, but when we 
first knew each other, you were not yet confident 
about your reading, writing, and speaking 
skills.

I always saw the potential in you and felt that 
you were like a plant that would bloom in his 
own time. When we met, you were a reluctant 
reader and hadn’t yet cultivated a love of writing. 
We spent many hours enjoying books together, 
including books by Filipino authors so you 
could see your own culture reflected in print, 
and discussing what we had read. We also spent 
a great deal of time exploring creative writing, 
both in 1:1 and small group contexts. I realized 
that you needed first to enjoy writing and begin 
to get a sense of your own voice, before being 
overly concerned about more complicated forms 
of writing. I see now that you have put your 
creative skills to use in the field of journalism 
and are now a skilled, professional writer.

Beyond the reading, writing, and public 
speaking skills you have developed, what 
gladdens me most about you is your love of 

humanity and how giving you are to others. I 
trust that whatever you choose to do in your 
adult life, you will be using your skills in service 
of making the world a better place. I hope that we 
can keep in touch over the years as I’d love to see 
how your life unfolds. I wish you all the best and 
deeply admire the young man you have become.

Fondly

Jim Cartwright
Director of the Rite Care Language Center

I believe it is essential to see the potential 
in all of the children we serve and trust 
that they will find their niche in the world. 
Some of the children I’ve worked with who 
were struggling with reading, writing, and 
speaking when we met have gone on to 
become honor students in high school and 
young adults who are thriving at college. 
For others, especially those with dyslexia, 
ADHD, and other conditions that are often 
life-long,  being “word smart” may not be 
their path to the greatest success in life. 
I firmly believe in the theory of multiple 
intelligences, which states that there 
are many different kinds of intelligence 
(e.g., math smart, people smart, nature 
smart, etc.).  I try to help kids discover 
their strengths while working together 
because it is through those strengths that 
they will most likely find the right niche 
for themselves in the world. Even when 
speaking, reading, and writing are not 
children’s favorite things, these skills can 
always be improved, and I believe that each 
human being brings their unique gifts into 
our world. May each child discover and 
celebrate their strengths, and may they use 
them to help create the future of our world. 

The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841
Hon. Marty M. Cusing,  32°, K...C...C...H...

Personal Representative 

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33°, 
General Secretary of All Bodies

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Assistant to the General Secretary

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Aidan Cotter, 32° 
Assistant to the Treasurer

Hon. Roberto Diaz, Jr., 32° K...C...C...H...
Almoner

Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Orator

Assistant to the Personal Representative
Martin Chavez, 32°

Tyler/Director of Costume
Jack J. Burrous, 32°

Organist

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Master of the Work

Joshua L. Cusing, 32 ° K...S...A... 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Vincent D. Chan, 32° 
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Hon. Allan M. Young, 32° K...C...C...H...
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory
Cris Advincula Jr., 32° K...S...A...
Chieftan, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council in California 

Ill... James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

The Latest News from the San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

K...C...C...H... and 33rds
Need Not Apply

If you’re not afraid to serve the 
Burlingame Scottish Rite then ask 

a man with a feather in his cap 
how to get involved

Join the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite 

Knights of St. Andrew

Happy New Year Brethren!  I hope you stayed safe and healthy throughout the holidays;  may 2021 bring you many blessings. Thank you for 
entrusting me with the duties of Chieftain of the Knights of St. Andrew.  

I am excited to see what the new year brings and look forward to leading the KSA. However, I cannot do so without first recognizing our Past 
Chieftain and now Venerable Master, Joshua L. Cusing.  He has done an excellent job this past year amidst the many challenges of 2020, and I 
hope to live up to his example.

As we start our year, I encourage all Scottish Rite Masons, not just our Brother Knights of the KSA, to recall the three essential qualities of 
a Knight of St. Andrew of Scotland:  Humility, Patience, and Self-Denial.  Please take a moment to reflect on how you can practice these 
qualities and make them habits in your life. For further reflection on the 29th degree, consider how “The Cross… is an unmistakable and 
eloquent symbol of these three virtues…”.¹

Just like our Valley, the Knights of St. Andrew are a small but mighty unit of 32° Scottish Rite Masons. We are dedicated to the service of 
the Valley of Burlingame and its leadership.  I would like to extend an invitation to any Masters of the Royal Secret interested in joining our 
ranks.  Unfortunately as a “black hat” organization, we cannot admit 32° K...C...C...H and 33° Scottish Rite Masons.

Onwards to an active and fun year ahead.

¹ (A. De Hoyos, Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma, Annotated Edition, 2nd ed., The Supreme Council, 33°, Southern Jurisdiction, 2016, 910)

 
Cris P Advincula Jr, 32° K...S...A...
Chieftan, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Scottish Rite Knights of St. Andrews
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Consistory Meeting

Thursday, January 28 @ 6:30PM 
SFSR & BSR CLC Meeting

Sunday, February 14 
BSR Sweethearts Brunch
(Cancelled)

Monday, February 22 @ 7:00PM
February Stated Meeting

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to

650 344-4841
rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

 
San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

November/December
 Donations

365 Club
Barrie & Kai Copp
Farmers Insurance Cusing Agency
Larry W Cerini
Philip & Michele Busalacchi
George & Charlotte Masson
Nolan and Shirley Katz
David Jones-Jones Accountancy
David R. Jolliffe
Jim McMillen

General Donations
Burlingame Lodge of Perfection
San Francisco Lodge FAM 
Ray Godeke
Anonymous 
Shan G. Zhou
Gordon & Willa Markley
Golden West Lodge #322
Howard Stillman II
John & Jocelyn Kohler 
Russell S Breed
James & Priscilla Carvalho
Poom Choothakan
Steve J N Doukas
Sunny & Thelma Dalan

Kirk A. Pessner
Russell L Lindquist
Arthur F. Larsen
Robert J Petersen
Kendall P Chase
Wilko Schutzendorf
Jay M Kinney
James B Bouick III
Donavon Dilworth
Frank and Jeanie Loui
Tom J Chakos
Donavon J Dilworth
Joseph J Becker
Keith W Hoffman
Reynato T. Villafuerte
Michael C Kovalich
Shan G. Zhou
Robert O. Whyte
Jon D Armantrout
Ray G Jackson
David M’Raihi
Allan Nubla
Danielle Kobylarz
Adobe
Linsey Hill
Irving & Cynthia Shapiro

Donations $10,000 or More:
Curusis Family Charitable Foundation

Updates from the San Francisco and Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center

In Memory of

Leonard Greendorfer
-Marshall Zemon

Norm Crosby
-Marshall Zemon

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Checks for contributions to the San Francisco 
and Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
should be made payable to the California 
Scottish Rite Foundation with the note “SF/
Burlingame CLC” on the memo line.  Checks 
may be sent to the following address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite, Burlingame 
Masonic Center, 145 Park Road, 

Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the San Francisco and 
Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
are critical to the continuing operation of 
the Center.  The children of San Francisco 
and the Peninsula are counting on your 
generosity.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our members 
is in the hospital or nursing home, or is 

incapacitated in any way. 
Please write or call:

Burlingame Scottish Rite
Burlingame Masonic Center

145 Park Road
Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Greetings Brethren
I hope that you and your families had a 
wonderful Holidays and a Happy New Year’s 
celebration. I really hope that everyone is 
as safe and healthy as possible and that the 
Pandemic had not affected your family. I 
am looking forward to a better year in 2021, 
where we can finally meet and talk with each 
other in person. Until then, may the Great 
Architect of the Universe shower manifold 
blessings and comforts upon you and your 
family.
I want to take this time to thank the Brethren 
of the Valley of Burlingame for electing me to 
the time-honored seat of Venerable Master. It 
is an absolute privilege to be able to serve our 
valley as the Venerable Master. I hope to live 
up to the trust that the Brethren has bestowed 
upon me.  I also want to congratulate our 
Junior Past Venerable Master, Bro. Vince 

Chan 32°, for his stewardship during the 
trying year of 2020.  And I want to recognize 
our executive team, Ill... David Jolliffe 33° 
(General Secretary), III... David Jones 33° 
(General Treasurer) and Hon. Marty Cusing 
32°  K...C...C...H for tirelessly working to 
keep our valley relevant and vibrant.  I know 
that I can rely on you all in the coming year 
as we emerge from this new normal. I also 
want to congratulate the corp of officers for 
the different Burlingame Scottish Rite bodies. 
I have no doubt that we will be able to have a 
great year!
We do have some events planned for the 
coming year. Of course, all of these depends 
on the Covid-19 pandemic.  I am truly hopeful 
that we will be able to find a vaccine and that 
the restrictions will be lifted. Please stay tuned 
for further information as to what we have in 
store for the Valley during 2021. I hope that I 
get to see the Brethren and their families at a 
future event. 
I hope that you and your families continue to 
be well and healthy. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me or any of our officers if there 
are any issues, problems or concerns. May the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe continue 
to watch over you and your families. May He 
keep you safe and happy. Til we meet again, I 
love you all!

 
Vincent D. Chan, 32° 
Junior Past Venerable Master

My Brothers,

I’ve been communicating with many of 
you through this medium of our Valley’s 
newsletter to combat my own struggles while 
isolating during this pandemic. I use the time 
to write what I feel can be of substance or use, 
not just for you but for my own benefit, while 
we are at home and without each other’s 
company, to understand and maybe even cope 
with how I feel about today’s environment. I 
cannot lead this valley and ignore my own 
humanity. I know it is extremely hard to 
live as an island. Which is why I encourage 

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman, SFBRCCLC Board of 
Directors

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 
As we begin a new year and try to put 2020 out of our collective memory, let us renew our focus on the incredible positivity that is our 
CLC. Let us focus on the profound effect our efforts have on the children in our care, the lives that were vastly improved as a result of 
your donations, and the promise that we will be together again in 2021.
I thank each of you for your continued support of your CLC.

The latest news from the San Francisco/Burlingame Childhood Language Center

you to connect with other members; be it by 
phone, video-chat, or even socially-distanced 
meeting; to nurture the connections that 
we so desperately need during these trying 
times. I truly believe that human connection 
is essential for our well-being. While I have 
always encouraged you to always look at the 
positive side of what isolation has brought us 
(indicated in past newsletters) I can’t help but 
think of the impact this extended isolation has 
wreaked on our mental, physical, and spiritual 
faculties. So take the time to heal. Don’t be 
afraid to show your affection. Cherish the ones 
near you, even if it feels like you’ve been stuck 
indoors with them forever and a day. Be kind 
to strangers. 

My time in the oriental chair as your Venerable 
Master is fast coming to an end with the 
advance of the winter season. Leading this 
valley during this truly historic year, I can 
only hope for brighter and better times with 
all of us together. Let us look well to the path 
ahead.



100th Annual Installation of Officers 
 

Gary L. Stephens, 32° KCCH 
Wise Master Elect 

 

Cris P. Advincula Jr., 32° KSA 
Chieftain Elect 

Vincent D. Chan, 32° 
Commander Elect 

 

Allan M. Young, 32° KCCH 
Master of Kadosh Elect 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Burlingame Scottish Rite 

• Contact our General Secretary Ill. David Jolliffe, 33° 
for more information at 

Email : Secretary@burlingamesr.com  

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° KSA 
Venerable Master Elect 

Monday, January 25, 2021  
 

Virtual Installation @ 7:00 PM 
 
 

823  2527  5407  
 

 https://scottishrite.zoom.us/j/82325275407 




