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The Lodge of Perfection
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K...C...C...H...

Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

January 
Monday, January 30: 
Annual Installation of Officers 
(6:00pm)

February
Sunday, February 12:
Ystävänpäivä Feast (Finnish 
Friend’s Day)/Valentine’s Day 
Brunch – Crowne Plaza Hotel 
Foster City (10:30am)

Monday, February 27:
Masonic Education: 14th De-
gree Catechism and
Stated Meeting (6:30pm)

Future Events
Monday, April 10:
Burlingame Spring Reunion 
4°-14° (6:00pm)

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to
650 344-4841

rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

2022 Donations-
November/December

365 Club
David Jolliffe
Hilmar Nilsen

General Contributions
Donavon Dilworth
Evan Brewer
Intero Foundation

In Honor of Gary and Paige 
Wedding
Robert O’Dwyer

          ••••••••••••••••••••••••

Please use QR Code above to donate or 
checks for contributions to the Burlingame 

Childhood Language Center should 
be made payable to the California 

Scottish Rite Foundation with the note 
“Burlingame CLC” on the memo line.  
Checks may be sent to the following 

address.
Burlingame Scottish Rite

145 Park Road
Burlingame, CA 94010

Your donations to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are 
critical to the continuing operation 
of the Center.  The children of the 
Peninsula are counting on your 
generosity

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our 

members is in the hospital or nursing 
home, or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
650-344-4841

••••••••••••••••••••••••

How Can I help?

As members of the Burlingame 
Scottish Rite, we have the 
responsibility, duty and honor of 
supporting the Burlingame Scottish 
Rite Childhood Language Center.

Brethren:
The following is a history brief that I have 
named Principium (The Beginning) that 
briefly explains two of themes utilized in 
some of our ritual and yearly celebrations 
that evolved around the life of Christ, the 
evolved Western Christianity that ensued, 
and the beginning of the new year. 
John the Baptist, and the Holy Saint John 
(Evangelist) are important men evolving 
withing the life of Jesus Christ. John the 
Baptist who baptized Christ and prophesized 
his rise as the new Messiah, and John the 
Evangelist who recorded the teachings of 
Christ. St. John the Evangelist is celebrated 
by a Table Lodge or the remembrance of 
all deceased brothers by a celebration of all 
those present. The end of year past and the 
celebration of another new year, the light 
conquering the dark, or Sol Invictus. 
Moving ahead but a few more years to 60 
AD (approximate) and the admission by 
the remaining disciples that they desired 
freedom to preach the gospel free of Jewish 
Law set into motion our Western Christian 
religion and New Testament doctrine. 
The date is now 1473 and the Sistine 
chapel will have begun building and the 
construction ending in 1481. The chapel was 

adorned with the work of many artists, but 
it is during the commission of Michelangelo 
from 1508-1541 that the painting above the 
chapel alter where Peter accepts the Keys 
to the kingdom is completed. This image 
codifies the relationship between the Pope, a 
man of this world, and the Kingdom of God 
our eternal spiritual resting place. For Western 
Christians this is an important connection. 
Masonic ritual refers to the admission to 
Celestial Lodges, most often recited in our 
Memorials. This reference would not be 
possible without the understanding that our 
faith of revelations is translated unimpaired 
from the divine to our earthly existence.
Our Valley will start a new year and with that 
comes the transition of responsibilities for 
some, as our elected positions would indicate. 
I am looking forward to seeing all our 
members during the upcoming year. I would 
like to thank Marty Cusing for his continued 
guidance and the labor required to maintain 
our Valley. 
There are always responsibilities but there 
are also benefits to being part of our Valley. 
We have a dedicated membership, excellent 
guidance and the knowledge to plan for the 
future. Hope that we can have a few activities 
to offer this year. See you all soon and thank 
you for being a member of our Valley.
Fraternally,
Joseph J Becker

Save the Date
2023

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
Monday, January 30th

Contribute directly to the Center: 

 A. Join the 365 Club.   
 Only $365.00 per year.

 A payment plan is available.

 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.

 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.

Attend and take part in the 
fundraisers that are run by the Valley 
of Burlingame.

Consider a contribution to the Center 
by way of your will.

Besides monetary support, we 
can and should take part in one of 
the committees that are formed to 
coordinate the various fundraisers.  
Do you have a talent or idea that may 
help raise the funds needed to keep 
the Center alive and vibrant?

Latest News from the Burlingame Childhood Language Center

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 

As of 2 December 2022, we had 9 children in our program! Four are receiving speech therapy, three are receiving occupational therapy, and 
two are receiving speech and occupational therapy. We also have another child that was referred to us and is going through the interview 
process with Speech Goals. All of this is only possible through your generosity and belief in the good work that our CLC does! 

We currently have one two-year-old, seven three-year-olds and one four-year-old, and here are some of their stories…
MJC: (3yo)- Family moved to the United States from Nicaragua in October 2021. Mother has shared her concerns about child possibly 
having trauma of the trip coming to the United States. As well as his older brother. Family is Spanish speaking with some English spoken 
at home. Child stays home with mother and father. Current goals for child are needed cues and prompts to support with understanding 
simple questions. Sporadically answered simple questions independently, but not many of them. (speech therapy recipient)

EHL: (3yo)- Child is attending to his preschool and no other providers wanted to go to provide services there. Family is Spanish speaking 
and need a lot of support for their child. Our occupational therapists are working on sensory processing with child as well as being 
independent during his feeding times. (speech + occupational therapy recipient)

AG: (4yo)- She is 4 1/2 but not yet walking or crawling, needs support to sit and is not really eating via her mouth right now. Child is non-
verbal. (occupational therapy)

Together we make a difference…

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman
Burlingame - CLC
Board of Directors
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You may have noticed that by the time this article and bulletin is in your hands, the newly elected and appointed 2023 Burlingame Scottish 
Rite Bodies officers have not been installed? The reason behind this is two-fold: First we traditionally install on the first or second Saturday of 
January, and this year’s first Saturday is too close to new years, just as it was the year before. Secondly, I will be leaving on another dangerous 
and adventurous trip from January 3-21. This time I will be taking my family South – to Antarctica – and will complete my passage to all seven 
continents of the world. This little adventure we planned before the pandemic halted travel, and the opportunity arose again a few months 
ago. If some of you have followed some of my travels before on social media, you’ll see that since becoming a Mason, I have always tried to 
seek out masonry wherever I am around the world: whether it be in ancient architecture, masonic structures, fellowship with brethren I meet 
or even retracing the steps of famous Masons in the towns and cities I might be at the time. On this particular trip I might be hard pressed to 
find Masons bumming around amongst the ice and penguins, so I may have to bring my Scottish Rite shirt for an obligatory selfie. 

Allow me to once again thank the presiding officers, the executive officers, appointed officers, staff and volunteers for your service to our 
Valley in 2023 and being recorded into our centennial book. With a new chapter and year beginning, I look forward to the newly elected officers 
for their leadership in the respective bodies and will work closely with Hon. Joe Becker, 32° K...C...C...H..., Venerable-elect; Joshua Cusing, 32° 
K...S...A... Wise Master-elect/Chieftain-elect; Jim Cutsinger, 32°, Commander-elect; and Ill. Froilan Ancheta 33°, Master of Kadosh-elect. The 
102nd Installation of officers for all of the Burlingame Bodies will take place on Monday, January 30, 2023 @ 6:00PM followed by a festive board 
dinner with the family in the banquet hall. Reservations can be made by phone to our General Secretary or email to pr@burlingamescottishrite.
com.

The first event of the year will bring back our Burlingame Scottish Rite Ystävänpäivä Feast (Finnish Friend’s Day/Sweethearts Bruch) at 
Crowne Plaza – Foster City. The Crowne Plaza closed down the buffet brunches during the pandemic, but finally opened back up for us to 
host our annual event, albeit with an increased cost from the hotel. Please see the flyer to RSVP for this event – an email will also be sent if you 
would like to pay by credit card.

Our Burlingame Spring Reunion is scheduled for April, so start spreading the word and talk to your fellow Brothers that have not yet joined 

From the Office of the Personal Representative
 

Hon. Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841

Hon. Marty M. Cusing,  32°, K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

Ill... Christopher D. Smith, 33°
Assistant to the Personal Representative

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33°
General Secretary of All Bodies

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Assistant to the General Secretary

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Aidan Cotter, 32° 
Assistant to the Treasurer

Hon. Roberto Diaz, Jr., 32° K...C...C...H...
Almoner

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Orator

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A... 
Tyler 

Martin Chavez, 32° K...S...A... 
Director of Costume
Jack J. Burrous, 32°

Organist

Ill... Gary L. Stephens, 33°
Director of the Work

Hon. Joseph J. Becker, 32° K...C...C...H... 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

James L. Cutsinger, 32°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Ill... Froilan A. Ancheta, 33°
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° K...S...A...
Chieftain, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 
yield allegiance.

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council in California 

Ill... James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

From the Orator

 
Ill... Gary L. Stephans, 33° 
Orator
Lodge of Perfection

One of the rarest and most important books ever published on the Ancient and Accepted (Scottish) Rite of Freemasonry is Albert Pike’s 
Magnum Opus or “Great Work.” Only 100 copies were printed-less than thirty are said to survive. Pike’s ritualistic revisions were so impressive 
he was made an active member of the Supreme Council and became the most revered Sovereign Grand Commander in the history of the Rite. 

The Magnum Opus contains Albert Pike’s complete, original text of the Scottish Rite degrees. Some of Pike’s rituals were used by other Supreme 
Councils as a foundation for their own practices; while more recently the Supreme Council 33rd Degree, Southern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 
has appointed a committee to revise the current Pike rituals. The Magnum Opus allows researchers to trace the divergence to discover shifts 
in Masonic symbolism. Included in the Magnum Opus are the grips and signs, and the key to the “Secret Work.”

The first attempts to standardize the Scottish Rite rituals occurred under the leadership of Grand Commander Moses Holbrook in the 1820s.  
When Albert Pike joined the Southern Jurisdicton in 1853, he was disappointed with many of the rituals. He noted that a majority were similar 
to “side degrees, of little or no value, containing little or no instruction, even calling them worthless”.  Things changed in 1855 when our 
Supreme Council appointed a committee of five persons to revise and standardize the rituals. Pike, who held the Thirty-second Degree, was the 
junior member. In his typical fashion, he threw himself into the work and was the only committee member to produce results as Pike rewrote 
the entire collection of Scottish Rite Degrees, 4°–32°.   Our rituals were occasionally improved and refined by Pike between 1861 and 1884 and 
following his death, there have been several revisions of the ritual, including the T. W. Hugo Revisions (1889–1919), The “Interpolations” or 
Rubrics (1929–31), the Clausen Improved Rituals (1985–87), and the Revised Standard Pike Ritual (2000–04) which is what we confer today.

In the 14th degree, the most profound philosophical truths are presented.  You are consecrated to Truth and put in possession of the Lo 
Word.  So Brethren, hear what you shall hear and attend our February 27th Stated meeting, as there will a presentation of the Albert Pike’s 
original 14th degree ritual.

Join the
Burlingame Scottish Rite Knights of St. Andrew

K...C...C...H... and 33rds Need Not Apply
If you’re not afraid to serve the Burlingame Scottish Rite,

then ask a man with a feather in his cap
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