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The Lodge of Perfection

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° 
K...S...A

Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

July 17, 2021 11:00AM
SF Marin Food Bank

Volunteering
Lunch afterwards

July 26, 2021 7:00PM
Stated Meeting via Zoom

August 30, 2021 7:00PM
Stated Meeting via Zoom

Future Events

September 11, 2021
2022 Honours

Oakland Scottish Rite Center

September 19, 2021 1:00PM
Wine tasting at Table Wine in 
Pacifica, significant others are 

welcome to join. 
30 participant  limit.  Rsvp to
Joshua Cusing 650-826-9065

September 27, 2021 6:30PM
Stated Meeting/Feast of 

Tishri in-person Burlingame 
Masonic Center

For all Dinners & Special 
Events RSVP to

650 344-4841
rsvp@burlingamesr.com

Did you know you can find current 
updated information, flyers and 

archived bulletins on our website

www.burlingamesr.com

 

Burlingame Childhood 
Language Center

May/June Donations
365 Club
Mark Whitney Stephens
Kai & Barrie Copp

General Donations
Curusis Family Charitable Foundation
Burlingame Lodge of Perfection
San Francisco Lodge FAM 
Joseph W Welch Jr Foundation Trust
Ray Godeke
Anonymous 
Jim McMillen
Golden West Lodge #322
San Francisco Masonic Lodge#120
Ladies of the Fireside SF Lodge#120 
Adobe
Oakland Scottish Rite Lodge of Perfection
Ramsey Daya
Ron & Danette Davis
Irving Sambolin
Evan Brewer
Linsey Hill
Stephanie Johns Reed
William C. Kneebone

In Memory of
Roger Shatz
-Marshall Zemon

Jim Mose
-Sondra Mose

In Honor of
Frank Loui
-Joshua Cusing

Checks for contributions to the 
Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
should be made payable to the California 
Scottish Rite Foundation with the note 
“Burlingame CLC” on the memo line.  
Checks may be sent to the following 
address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are 
critical to the continuing operation 
of the Center.  The children of the 
Peninsula are counting on your 
generosity.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our 

members is in the hospital or nursing 
home, or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
650-344-4841

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Updates from the Burlingame Childhood Language Center

How Can I help?
As members of the Burlingame Scottish 
Rite, we have the responsibility, 
duty and honor of supporting the 
Burlingame Scottish Rite Childhood 
Language Center.

Contribute directly to the Center: 
 A. Join the 365 Club.   
 Only $250.00 per year.
 A payment plan is available.
 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.
 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.
Attend and take part in the fundraisers 
that are run by both the Valley of 
Burlingame.
Consider a contribution to the Center by 
way of your will.
Besides monetary support, we can and 
should take part in one of the committees 
that are formed to coordinate the 
various fundraisers.  Do you have a 
talent or idea that may help raise the 
funds needed to keep the Center alive 
and vibrant?

••••••••••••••••••••••••

From the General 
Secretary

We have a new phone system!  The 
number is the same but we have been 
having problems that are now resolved 
thanks to the Burlingame Masonic Hall 
Building Manager, the Hon. Joe Becker, 
32° K...C...C...H....
To reach the Personal Representative, 
General Secretary or Treasurer, please 
call:

650 344-4841

Ill... David R Jolliffe, 33° 
General Secretary
secretary@burlingamesr.com

Greetings my dear brethren,

I do hope that all is well with you and your 
families. It appears that the pandemic is 
drawing to a close. We are definitely seeing a 
lot of positive signs and it looks like the light at 
the end of the tunnel is getting closer.  Please 
do keep safe and healthy. Be vigilant and 
practice good habits. We do not want anyone 
to be sick or to have any issues. 

I do hope that everyone can celebrate and 
enjoy the Fourth of July. We should always 
remember that we are living in the land of the 
free and that we should not take our freedoms 
for granted. I hope that it can be a joyous time 
spent with family and friends. And don’t 
forget the barbecue!  Enjoy but be safe and 
secure. 

We are planning a few events in the coming 
months. We have arranged for a joint 
volunteer event with BAGO Lions Club. They 
are a very active, volunteer-oriented club that 
aims to help local and foreign communities 
that are in need of aid.  We will be joining on 
their San Francisco-Marin Food bank event  
on July 17th. It will be between 11am to 1pm. 
The location is at Marin street and 3rd street 
in San Francisco.  I have done this volunteer 
work many times before and I can safely say 
that it is fun, fulfilling and not too tough. As 
a good treat for all our volunteers, we will be 
going to lunch at a really good local restaurant 
afterwards. Our ladies are invited to this event 
and please send in RSVPs so that I can reserve 
enough room for the volunteer site and the 
restaurant.  My number is 650-826-9065. Please 
send me a text or call me to confirm that we 
can count you in on the fun! Thank you very 
much for volunteering your time!

Another fun event we will have is a wine 
tasting at a Wine shop in Pacifica. We are 
planning to have this event in September and 

we are finalizing the date. It will be led by Ms. 
Katie Brookshire. She is a Certified Sommelier 
and is very good with her craft. The last 
event she did for masons was a great success. 
Everyone had a very good time. Please do 
RSVP for this really good event for the space is 
only limited to 30 people.  The wine tasting will 
be paired with Mexican food. Our Sommelier 
will coordinate the food to work with the wines 
she will be showcasing. I am looking forward 
to having a nice meal with you all.  

Speaking of meals, we are planning to have 
a food donation for a local homeless shelter 
in September. We have asked the BAGO 
Lions Club to partner with us to do this food 
donation and they have readily agreed. They 
will be preparing the food to be donated and 
we will share in the cost and help bring the 
food to the homeless shelter. I will be asking 
for volunteers to help do the delivery and 
presentation.

I also want to encourage the brethren to join 
the 365 club for our CLC. It is a small donation 
that goes a long way. Our CLC is a worthwhile 
charity to give to and they do amazing work 
with children with learning disabilities. Please 
do consider giving generously. Another thing 
to think about is to identify worthy masons to 
join our small but MIGHTY valley. We don’t 
need to grow exponentially. We just want good 
and worthy masons who will have a good 
impact in our valley. Let us show masons that 
Burlingame Scottish Rite is the place to be. If 
you are having fun, then share the fun with 
others. 

I do hope that everyone stays cool and safe 
during the summer months. I hope that all of 
you continue to be well and happy. May the 
Great Architect of the Universe continue to 
shower manifold blessings and comforts to 
you all.  Thank you very much for all of your 
dedication and support for our valley. 

K...C...C...H... and 33rds Need Not Apply
If you’re not afraid to serve the 

Burlingame Scottish Rite then ask a man 
with a feather

in his cap how to get involved.

Join the Burlingame Scottish Rite 
Knights of St. Andrew
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In my last article, I expounded the statement “The end is near Brothers!”. During the time since that bulletin went out, much has changed, and 
I’m excited to report this to our Brethren.

The Grand Master of California, Most Worshipful Art Wiess allowed in-person meetings provided a list of requirements must first be satisfied, 
but has updated his directive on June 15, 2021 to state that all meetings are now free to take place without restriction, unless current county or 
state guidelines impose restriction. I have seen a mad rush of Brothers quickly trying their best to arrange in-person gathers and degree work 
(albeit with rusty ritual). I attended the Grand Lodge of California’s Masters & Wardens Retreat in San Ramon as a facilitator over the weekend 
and saw first-hand the shift of questions to: planning officer lines, reopening and member loss.

The Valley of Burlingame has chosen to follow Burlingame Lodge’s in-person calendar and return to in-person stated meeting in September. 
I feel that carefully planning our in-person events in the building, and giving our officers the summer to make these plans, will allow more 
thoughtfully planned meetings to take place. There will be a couple events we plan to have off campus and will be circulated through email.

From the Office of the Personal Representative
 

Hon. Marty M. Cusing, 32° K...C...C...H...
Personal Representative

Greetings friends and supporters of our CLC! 

If you are watching closely, you will have 
noticed a change in the lead-in to this 
article, and it’s probably the most exciting 
bit of news I could have hoped to share in 
a post-pandemic world! As of 1 July 2021, 
the Valley of Burlingame will embark on 
the most wonderful journey – starting our 
own CLC. Not as an appendant of San 
Francisco/Burlingame, but as its own entity 
operated by a board composed of members 
of our Valley. The board members are: Evan 
Brewer (advisory), Martin Chavez, Aidan 
Cotter, Marty Cusing (advisory), Roberto 
Diaz, David Jolliffe (advisory), David Jones 
(advisory), Valerie Nolan, Gary Stephens and 
yours truly. 

Funding operations will be no small endeavor 
of course, and we will be relying on funds 
from our investment portfolio, grants 
(written in partnership with our Scottish Rite 
Foundation), fundraisers and donations from 
our members. Which brings me to a very 
important point – when sending donations 
for our CLC, it is important that “Burlingame 
CLC” be written the memo line of your check 
or online donation, instead of San Francisco 
Burlingame. You are of course free to *also* 
donate to San Francisco if you like! 

I will conclude with these thoughts: 1) the last 
time a CLC was created in California was in 
2004, 2) new CLCs just aren’t being created 
in the Southern Jurisdiction, 3) this effort 
depends on your continued support (if you’ve 
donated before) and your renewed support (if 
it’s been a while since you donated).

Stay safe…

The Bulletin of the 
Burlingame

Scottish Rite Bodies
Official Publication of the Burlingame Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Published regularly at the

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road, Burlingame, CA 94010

650-344-4841
Hon. Marty M. Cusing,  32°, K...C...C...H...

Personal Representative 

Ill... David R. Jolliffe, 33°, 
General Secretary of All Bodies

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Assistant to the General Secretary

Ill... David D. Jones, 33° 
Treasurer of All Bodies

Aidan Cotter, 32° 
Assistant to the Treasurer

Hon. Roberto Diaz, Jr., 32° K...C...C...H...
Almoner

Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Orator

Assistant to the Personal Representative
Martin Chavez, 32°

Tyler/Director of Costume
Jack J. Burrous, 32°

Organist

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Master of the Work

Joshua L. Cusing, 32 ° K...S...A... 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K...C...C...H...
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Vincent D. Chan, 32° 
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Hon. Allan M. Young, 32° K...C...C...H...
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory
Cris Advincula Jr., 32° K...S...A...
Chieftan, Knights of St. Andrew

Burlingame Bodies of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of Burlingame, 
Orient of California, derive their charters from the Supreme 
Council; Mother Council of the World of the Inspectors-
General, Knights-Commander of the Temple of Solomon; 
of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 
the United States of America, whose See is at Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina. Unto said Supreme Council and 
its duly constituted officers, these bodies acknowledge and 

Ill... Frank Loui, 33°
Soverign Grand Inspector General 

of the Supreme Council in California 

Ill... James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Supreme Council

The latest news from the
Burlingame Childhood Language Center

 
Ill... Chris D. Smith, 33° 
Chairman
Burlingame - CLC
Board of Directors

In addition to the 4th through the 32nd degrees, there are certain “honours” bestowed by the Supreme Council. These honors of 32° Knight 
Commander of the Court of Honor, and the 33° Inspector General Honorary, can never be applied for nor bought, and if solicited or applied 
for, must be refused. This year’s selection and allotment to California was limited due to the lower number of new candidates joining Scottish 
Rite between 2019-2020, in part due to the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions of Masonic activities.

Masters of the Royal Secret who distinguish themselves by zeal, devotion, and active services to humanity and/or the Fraternity may be elected 
to receive the rank and decoration of Knight Commander of the Court of Honour. The number of those who can be admitted to the Court of 
Honour at any Session of the Supreme Council is limited in accordance with the rule laid down in the Statutes, which expressly provide that 
not more than twice as many Knights Commanders of the Court of Honour may be elected than the number of Knights Commanders elected 
to receive the Thirty-Third Degree.

The Valley of Burlingame is proud to announce the following members have been elected to receive the decoration of Knight Commander of 
the Court of Honour for the 2021 Biennium:

Vincent D. Chan, 32°
Hjalmar J. Nilsen, 32°

The Thirty-third Degree occupies a unique place in the Scottish Rite. In the early history, the Degree was called “Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General,” and was reserved for the nine officers comprising the Supreme Council of a given jurisdiction. About 1816 the Supreme Council of 
France increased the number of Thirty-third Degree members, but the Mother Supreme Council did not increase its number until 1857, when 
several New Orleans Masons were elected on an honorary basis - such conferral making the recipients honorary members of the Supreme 
Council (lacking legislative and voting powers). Such honorary members are called “Inspectors Generals Honorary.” However, reception of 
the Thirty-third Degree is not merely an honor: the Degree is the historical and actual completion of the Rite. For this reason it is also called the 
“Thirty-third and Last Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.” An Inspector General Honorary is said to have been 
“coroneted” by the Supreme Council. The Scottish Rite does not acknowledge any Degree in Freemasonry higher than the Thirty-third-Degree.

The Valley of Burlingame is proud to announce the following member has been elected to receive the 33°, Inspector General Honorary for the 
2021 Biennium:

Hon. Gary L. Stephens, 32° K.C.C.H.

We are very proud to be represented by Brothers that tirelessly give time to Scottish Rite Masonry in general, and our Valley of Burlingame in 
particular. Honours will be invested at the Oakland Scottish Rite Center on Saturday, September 11, 2021.

Scottish Rite Honours Announcement

Orient of California Cinematic Reunion News
In years past, each candidate for Scottish Rite must receive the 5 mandatory degrees live (4°, 
14°, 18°, 30° and 32°) in order to become a 32° Scottish Rite Mason…and then the COVID-19 
pandemic hit and the Grand Lodge of California restricted all Masonic activities, including all 
appendant and concordant bodies of Masonry. In 2020, the Orient of California, Scottish Rite 
saw the first use of virtual online methods to bring new candidates through the reunion by 
use of slides, video and recitations via Zoom teleconferencing. The caveat to allowing virtual 
degrees to be presented to new candidates was that both the Sovereign Grand Commander, 
Illustrious James Cole, 33°, Supreme Council and our Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 
Ill. Frank Loui, 33°, Orient of California, required candidates to attend a live reunion when 
Masonic activities were again allowed, and when a live reunion would be presented.

With the approval of Ill. Frank Loui, 33°, the Valley of Los Angeles has developed an approach 
for those candidates that wish to use the Cinematic Reunion to join your Scottish Rite Valley.  
The Cinematic Reunion allows the candidate to watch all 29 degrees from the comfort of their 
own home and is presented in a dramatic fashion. This method has been used successfully in 
other Orients within the Southern Jurisdiction of Scottish Rite. Each time the reunion is shown 
a report shows which candidate viewed the reunion and notifies the respective Secretary. The 
Valley of Los Angeles is in the process of finalizing the Orient website to stream the Cinematic 
Reunion.  There will be a place for candidates to sign up and watch the Cinematic Reunion, 
and will also be streamed through the website for all current Scottish Rite Masons for free.

If you’ve done your job as a Scottish Rite Mason by spreading the good news of our Ancient 
Craft, then you likely know a Brother or two that is interested in joining but is still on the fence 
because of Reunion schedules, or perhaps they are not ready to come to in-person events. 
Digital applications are available!
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The Lodge of Perfection

Joshua L. Cusing, 32° 
K...S...A

Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection
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Upcoming Events
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-Marshall Zemon

Jim Mose
-Sondra Mose

In Honor of
Frank Loui
-Joshua Cusing

Checks for contributions to the 
Burlingame Childhood Language Center 
should be made payable to the California 
Scottish Rite Foundation with the note 
“Burlingame CLC” on the memo line.  
Checks may be sent to the following 
address.

Burlingame Scottish Rite
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your donations to the Burlingame 
Childhood Language Center are 
critical to the continuing operation 
of the Center.  The children of the 
Peninsula are counting on your 
generosity.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

To the Families of our Members:
Please let us know if one of our 

members is in the hospital or nursing 
home, or is incapacitated in any way. 

Please write or call:
Burlingame Scottish Rite

Burlingame Masonic Center
145 Park Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
650-344-4841

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Updates from the Burlingame Childhood Language Center

How Can I help?
As members of the Burlingame Scottish 
Rite, we have the responsibility, 
duty and honor of supporting the 
Burlingame Scottish Rite Childhood 
Language Center.

Contribute directly to the Center: 
 A. Join the 365 Club.   
 Only $250.00 per year.
 A payment plan is available.
 B. Contribute in Memory of  
 a departed friend or family  
 member.
 C. Contribute in Honor of a  
 friend or family member.
Attend and take part in the fundraisers 
that are run by both the Valley of 
Burlingame.
Consider a contribution to the Center by 
way of your will.
Besides monetary support, we can and 
should take part in one of the committees 
that are formed to coordinate the 
various fundraisers.  Do you have a 
talent or idea that may help raise the 
funds needed to keep the Center alive 
and vibrant?

••••••••••••••••••••••••

From the General 
Secretary

We have a new phone system!  The 
number is the same but we have been 
having problems that are now resolved 
thanks to the Burlingame Masonic Hall 
Building Manager, the Hon. Joe Becker, 
32° K...C...C...H....
To reach the Personal Representative, 
General Secretary or Treasurer, please 
call:

650 344-4841

Ill... David R Jolliffe, 33° 
General Secretary
secretary@burlingamesr.com

Greetings my dear brethren,

I do hope that all is well with you and your 
families. It appears that the pandemic is 
drawing to a close. We are definitely seeing a 
lot of positive signs and it looks like the light at 
the end of the tunnel is getting closer.  Please 
do keep safe and healthy. Be vigilant and 
practice good habits. We do not want anyone 
to be sick or to have any issues. 

I do hope that everyone can celebrate and 
enjoy the Fourth of July. We should always 
remember that we are living in the land of the 
free and that we should not take our freedoms 
for granted. I hope that it can be a joyous time 
spent with family and friends. And don’t 
forget the barbecue!  Enjoy but be safe and 
secure. 

We are planning a few events in the coming 
months. We have arranged for a joint 
volunteer event with BAGO Lions Club. They 
are a very active, volunteer-oriented club that 
aims to help local and foreign communities 
that are in need of aid.  We will be joining on 
their San Francisco-Marin Food bank event  
on July 17th. It will be between 11am to 1pm. 
The location is at Marin street and 3rd street 
in San Francisco.  I have done this volunteer 
work many times before and I can safely say 
that it is fun, fulfilling and not too tough. As 
a good treat for all our volunteers, we will be 
going to lunch at a really good local restaurant 
afterwards. Our ladies are invited to this event 
and please send in RSVPs so that I can reserve 
enough room for the volunteer site and the 
restaurant.  My number is 650-826-9065. Please 
send me a text or call me to confirm that we 
can count you in on the fun! Thank you very 
much for volunteering your time!

Another fun event we will have is a wine 
tasting at a Wine shop in Pacifica. We are 
planning to have this event in September and 

we are finalizing the date. It will be led by Ms. 
Katie Brookshire. She is a Certified Sommelier 
and is very good with her craft. The last 
event she did for masons was a great success. 
Everyone had a very good time. Please do 
RSVP for this really good event for the space is 
only limited to 30 people.  The wine tasting will 
be paired with Mexican food. Our Sommelier 
will coordinate the food to work with the wines 
she will be showcasing. I am looking forward 
to having a nice meal with you all.  

Speaking of meals, we are planning to have 
a food donation for a local homeless shelter 
in September. We have asked the BAGO 
Lions Club to partner with us to do this food 
donation and they have readily agreed. They 
will be preparing the food to be donated and 
we will share in the cost and help bring the 
food to the homeless shelter. I will be asking 
for volunteers to help do the delivery and 
presentation.

I also want to encourage the brethren to join 
the 365 club for our CLC. It is a small donation 
that goes a long way. Our CLC is a worthwhile 
charity to give to and they do amazing work 
with children with learning disabilities. Please 
do consider giving generously. Another thing 
to think about is to identify worthy masons to 
join our small but MIGHTY valley. We don’t 
need to grow exponentially. We just want good 
and worthy masons who will have a good 
impact in our valley. Let us show masons that 
Burlingame Scottish Rite is the place to be. If 
you are having fun, then share the fun with 
others. 

I do hope that everyone stays cool and safe 
during the summer months. I hope that all of 
you continue to be well and happy. May the 
Great Architect of the Universe continue to 
shower manifold blessings and comforts to 
you all.  Thank you very much for all of your 
dedication and support for our valley. 

K...C...C...H... and 33rds Need Not Apply
If you’re not afraid to serve the 

Burlingame Scottish Rite then ask a man 
with a feather

in his cap how to get involved.

Join the Burlingame Scottish Rite 
Knights of St. Andrew


